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My Brethren, Friends, and Feliow-Citizevs, 

The occasion on which we are assembled is of a. 
character which is caleulated to excite emotions of | 
gratitude and to inspire our hearts with confidence | 








in the goodness of that Almighty Being, whose un- | 


erring wisdom directs every providence, and whose 
all-powerful hand sustains the universe. 

It isan occasion on which every philanthropick 
heart must rejoice. 


ciples of Christ, feel a sensation of regret at behold- 
ing the foundations of an edifice laid, which has for 
its object the promotion of God’s glory, and the ad- 
vancement of his rational offspring in the knowledge 
of his character, of his will, and of his grace. 

The custom of laying the corner stones of publick 
edifices is of high and honourable antiquity ; and 
that of depositing memorials for the instruction of 
generations yet unborn, may be traced in the rec- 
ords of tradition to a period beyond the existence of 
the post-deluvian world. We are furnished, by this, 
and similar methods of deposite, with the means of 
transmitting to posterity, a knowledge of the period 

in which we live ; with an epitome of our views, or | 


sentiments ; with specimens of the arts and sciences ; | 


with the state and feelings of society ; together with 
any information which may be deemed of value to 
future generations ; and in a manner too, which bids 
defiance to the unsparing ravages of desolating ele- 
ments. Therefore, to improve such opportunities, 
and to avail ourselves of such means may be consid- 
ered as a duty which we owe to the generations that 
may arise in long succession after us, and to whom 
these monuments may serve, not only as antiquarian 
curiosities, but as interesting items of history when 
the hands which are now employed in this truly 
laudable enterprise shall have mouldered into dust. 
It is a truth which ought ever to be kept -in view, 
that we live and act, not only for the present, but for 
future generations : And that the peientione iy 
are to succeed us will either-be influenced to cher- 
ish the memory of their ancestors with gratitude, or 
to bury them in the shades of dark oblivion. “If vir-| 
Rs.) ep mark our course, ‘our 


Nor will any, who are worthy | 
to be ranked among the liberal and enlightened dis- | 


they will be emulous to merit the names we bear. 
But it may, and doubtless will be said, that our 
views are dissimilar from those of the multitude, and 
are disapproved by a majority of those who profess 
the christian religion. This we are ready to admit ; 
and at the same time we would inquire, are we the 
first dissenters in the christian community? Have 
not our ancestors claimed the right of deciding for 
themselves in matters of faith ? Have they not, by pro- 
testing against what they conceived to be the errors 
of the Catholick church, virtually acknowledged 
our right to differ from their opinions, and to make 
still farther improvements in the science of reforma- 
tion? Wil they, can they answer for us at the tri- 
_ bunal of divine justice, provided we adopt, without 
' examination, their peculiar views of the doctrine of 
Christ ? They will set up no such pretensions : and 
| however great their anxietude that we should adopt 
| their religious tenets, they will, notwithstanding, ac- 
| knowledge that we are in duty bound to exam- 
| ine the subject for ourselves, and to act from the 
| force of honest conviction. In such examination we 
have freely indulged ; and the result has been a fudl 
conviction that many errors, still retained in the 





popular creeds of medern theology, and equally sub- 
versive of the benevolent designs of the gospel as 
those of which the carly protestants complained, re- 
main to be exposed and removed by the resplendent 
power and prevalence of truth. 

The recollection that we are placed by divine 
Providence in a world where diversity of sentiment 
prevails, should at least serve us as a faithful me- 
mento against the indulgence of immoderate zeal in 
opposing the sentiments of others, and the spirit of 
rash impetuosity in the advancement and defence of 
our own. The fact that a diversity of opinion does 
exist, proves that the human understanding is in a 

' greater or less degree liable to err: And hence 
| arises the necessity of calling into action every pow- 





| er of the human mind for the acquisition of that truth 
which alone can impart the blessing of spiritual free- 
dom to man. 


We have endeavoured, as far as possible, to profit 
by the wisdom and experience of past ages. We 
have examined with care the creeds of many gener- 
ations, and compared them with the only standard 
of true wisdom, the scriptures of holy inspiration : 
And-after a patient and laborious investigation, we 
have been constrained either to abandon the scrip- 
tures, orto reject with firmness and oppose with |. 
eandour all the essential errors which are, aecording 
to our honest conviction, ‘embodied in the systems of 
popular theology. 

“The réflection, that we are intelligent beings, and 
that we ate created for an ‘eternal existence, must, 
by a natural influence, incline Us’ to examine with 

those sacred truths Which are placed 





Posterity Camnot ‘but ‘approve anid admire 5 “anid 


déep’concern e 
‘within our'teach by the “h “Of revelation. In 
‘80 Going, we have been led'to conclusions, in ‘some 


+ 


singe widely different from the wadeiiay: of dune 
who profess to be the followers of the Lamb. We 

claim no rights which we are unwilling that others 
should enjoy ; nor do we exercise any privileges 
for which we have not been furnished with the ex- 
ample of all protestant churches. For it cannot but 
occur to you, my friends, that important changes in 
the opinions of the religious world have been mark- 
ed by a long, and in some respects, splendid succes- 
sion of centuries. Light has been gradually break- 
ing in upon the human mind, and the mists of su- 
perstition have been steadily receding before the 
majesty of truth. 

To every reflecting and unbiassed mind, this truth 
evinces the practicability of still farther improve- 
ment in the great and interesting science of christian 
theology. And we venture to assert that no period 
since the magic power of the Papal Sce was first 
broken in Europe, has been marked by such rapid 
improvements and astonishing changes as that ofthe 
last half century. 

Turn back the page of history for fifty years, and 
you behold the great mass of the American popula- 
tion confiding their spiritual concerns almost entirely 
to the decision of their religious imstructors, whose: 
bare iyse diait was sufficient in the estimation of the 


faith and practice. . Doctrines, the most incoherent 
and absurd, have been received and acknowledged 
as evangelical, without the supports of either reason 
or evidence. But the darkness which has so long 
bound the elastic mind-of man, is fast giving way to 
the effulgent power of revelation, and reason begins 
again to exert those noble energies for which it was 
originally designed. - 


The class of religionists to which we vinnie has 


tion of the human mind, by calling in question the 
unreasonable dogmas of the church; and by fear- 
lessly entering the field of investigation, they have 
led the van in the most important controvefsies 
which have agitated the minds of the christian com- 
munity for fifty years. Their investigations have re- 
sulted in a glorious change. The publick mind has 
been roused from a state of indifference, to ‘the most 
interesting inquiries ; and these inquiries ‘have con- 

tributed to the rapid advent of -~ipeuteneen en- 

‘lightened views. 


When the venerable Slide’ who vose with the 
brightness of a morning star, when 2 all the constella- 


borrowed rays-oftruth'to the highly favoured region 
in which we live, how’dreary and ‘unpropitious was 
the prospect before him ! Surrounded by strangers, 

both to his person and to the heavenly message of 


peace arid love which he proclaimed, he had little 
peer Of 









multitude to settle all controversies in matters of 


contributed in an eminent degree to the emancipa-. 


tions of heaven were’ obscured, first wansmitted the — 











complaining of the hardness "7 his and nobly 
faced the foes of truth, bidding defiance to all the 
discouragements and dangers of the way. His mind 
was formed for perseverance; and he ‘cast his 
bread upon the waters’ with a firm reliance upon 
the faithfulness of that God, who had said, “thou 
shalt find it after many days.” 

While he widely disseminated the precious seed 
(the doctrine of never-ending happiness by grace 
alone,) his mind looked forward and embraced with 
unspeakable gratitude, the abundant success of his 
arduous labours : And before his sun of life sunk to 
rise no more till the glorious morn of the resurrec- 
tion, he beheld with indescribable emotions, a numer- 
ous band of joyful reapers, offermg from many an 


extended field the first ripe fruits of an abundant | 


harvest! A vision this, which his eager soul had 
long sought in prayer, and on which his grateful 
mind had dwelt with the most delightful anticipa- 
tions. 

I forbear to mention the abundant and useful Ia- 


bours of many others, whose zeal and perseverance in | 


the cause of truth have entitled them to the gratitude, 
veneration and respect of their brethren ; and whose 
pious devotion to the interest and advancement of 
the gospel has designated them as worthy the imita- 
tion of the virtuous in every succeeding age. 

Without a farther notice of the virtues and inde- 
fatigable zeal of those worthy labourers in the vine- 
yard of our common Lord, we turn to indulye a mo- 
mentary retrospect of the gradual, but certain pro- 
gress of the cause of evangelical truth in this liberal 
and enlightened portion of our happy country. 

At the period to which we have beiore adverted, 
the walls of the sanctuary of religious worship, bor- 
rowed for the convenience of an itinerant stranger, first 
echoed to the sound of universal grace, which drop- 
‘ed in strains of flowing eloquence from the lips of a 
transatlantic messenger. It proved a welcome cor- 
: dial to the heart oppressed with grief, and gave the 
mourner joy. It penetrated even to the deep re- 
cesses of misery’s dark domain, and bade the tremb- 
ling captive burst the chains of spiritual bondage, 
and assert his claim to the freedom of a citizen of 
Zion ! 

' Few, indeed, at first believed the heavenly mes- 
sage. More than forty years rolled away, and yet 
the Abrahamick believers remained without a rally- 
ing point, in the social sense of the term ; without 
a public sanctuary which they could call their own. 

But the seeds of truth were sown—The divine illu- 
minations of the gospel had gone forth ; and under 
the culturing hand of divine wisdom, when the gen- 
tle showers of keavenly grace descended, the seed 
long buried began to vegetate, and an ample harvest 
of joyful converts to ‘the faith once delivered to 
the saints” evinced the omnipotence of the word of 
God ! a stately edifice for the worship of the King 
eternal, soon testified the spirit of christian zeal and 
perseverance which animated the hearts of the 
friends of truth. Multitudes flocked to witness the 
solemnities of its dedication; the number of stated 
and uniform worshippers were daily increasing, and 
every heart seeuied to join in the sentiments of sa- 














cred song, with which the atheady oles 
High resounded, and every eye sparkled with joy at 
the sacred enunciation of glad tidings from above—. 
of “‘ peace on earth and good willto man!” 
Thus, amidst the gently flowing current of pros- 
perity we were floating along, inhaling the grateful 
odours of peace and fraternal affection, which were 
borne on the wings of every passing zephyr, till the 
unruffied stillness of the midnight hour was sudden- 
ly broken by peals which rent the air, and warned 
the unsuspecting inhabitants of our flourishing me- 
troplis of one of the most alarming conflagrations 
which had ever demanded their united energies ! 
The devouring element extended its ravages with 
an astonishing rapidity, and soon encircled in its 
melting embraces the peaceful sanctuary of devo- 
tion! It is in vain to attempt a description of our 
feelings at that awful and terrifick moment, when 
the flames in curling grandeur ascended the lofty 
dome, and wrapped in liquid sheets the glittering 
spire above, bidding defiance to the feeble efforts of 


the numerous host below, and threatening to envel-! 


op in undistinguished ruin the most valuable and 
populous part of this flourishing seat of religious lib- 


erty. ‘Trembling, and consternation, and horror 


seized every heart, and were visible upon the coun- | 


tenances of the whole multitude ! 
strained to its utmost tension in the last desperate 
effort to stay the unsparing hand of desolation, and 
arrest the progress of impending ruin! Heaven in 
smiles of mercy looked down from above and bless- 
ed that effort, and said to the destroying angel, ‘it 
is enough !” But our sanctuary is consumed : 


have walked in pensive silence over, and now stand | 


in the midst of its ruins !}—We have reflected w 
melancholly retrospection upon the seasons of devo- 


tion which we have spent beneath the consecrated | 


dome which is now no more! We stand amidst its | 
crumbling walls, and with deep affection exclaim ; 


here our hearts have accompanied our voices in the , © 
songs of the temple ! Here the incense of our prayers | 
has ascended to the throne of the Almighty ! Here | 


the lively oracles of God have transported our hopes | 
to the temple of glory above :—And here, on the 


wings of faith our hearts have been lifted in grati- | , cent Being, whose goodness has directed our course 


pure de- | | through so many pleasing, and we trus*, 


tude to the King of kings, and tasted the 
lights which flow from the fountain of his grace | 
through a glorified Redeemer! But for a time the 
voice of melody and of song has here ccased to 
fiow ! We stand amidst the scattered fragments of 
its departed glory, and the tear of sensibility gives 
vent to the stifled emotions of the heart.—But the 
prayer of devout resignation rises like holy incense 
from the consecrated altar of the soul, and finds ac- 
ceptance at the throne of the Almighty. The found- 
ations of a new edifice are now laid under the most 
favourable auspices, and the welcome and delightful 
anticipation of every heart is, that ‘‘ the glory of this 
latter house shall be greater than of the former,” 
and that the God of peace and love will here rend 
the veil of darkness, and shower upon us the rich 
profusions of his grace. 

No unhallowed ambition has prompted the gener- 
ous efforts of the Brethren to rebuild this temple of 
devotion ; but the real necessity of a convenient 
place to assemble for the worship of God, has been 


Every nerve Was | 





—We | 


whith sa poe in a tole of sang experi- 
ment. 

| By the erection of this edifiee, we offer to the 
publick a solemn pledge of our sincerity, and of our 
desire to enjoy in common with others the night of 
private judgment, and the liberty of worshipping the 
Supreme Being in our own way and-according to 
the dictates of our own consciences, 

We declare to the world that the promotion of 
the gospel of the Son of God is an object of our su- 
preme regard, as moral beings, and that the pros- 
perity and advancement: of the cause of truth is a 
paramount object to that of our temporal interests : 
And I trust that this pledge will be regarded as sz- 
cred, and redeemed with a becoming cheerfulness 
by the numerous and joyful worshippers who may 
assemble in the sanctuary which we are now ereci- 
ing to the honour of the Most High God. 

The moral advantages of social and religious in- 
tercourse are too numerous and important to receive 
on this occasion that notice to which they are justly 
entitled. We can here only remark, that they arc 
the certain avenues ofinnumerable and exalted ples- 
sures, whith improve the understanding, refine the 
taste, and rectify the moral feelings of the heart.—- 
And the more sacredly we observe the duties which 
are enjomed by the reigion which we profess, the 
move effectually shall we promote the benevolent 
object of the Saviour’s grace, the happiness of man- 


! Ishaadd. 


As we behold the triumphant march of trath, and 
| the rapid progress of liberal and enlightened views. 
we cannot but rejoice in the anticipation, that the 


ith | Sun of righteousness which hath aris-n with healing 


in his wing's, will, ere long, burst upon the world i: 
ithe fulness of his meridian splendour; fill every 
temple with his glory, cause all the watchmen to sec 


eye to eye, replenish every mind with divine know! 


dge, and fill every soul with pure celestial love. 


TO OUR PATRONS. 
The First Volume of the Cunistran Txtrscorr 
closes with the present number : And we find abun. 
dant cause of gratitude to that all-wise and: bencfi- 


profitable 


| scenes. 


| Besides the ordinary blessings of a bountiful prov- 
idence which have surrounded our path, the light of 
_teason, and the powerful effulgence and soothing 


influence of revelation, we have enjoyed the smiles 
of ‘ peace within our walls and prosperity within our 
palaces.’ A general attention appears to have been 
given to the momentous truths which are inculcated 
by the religion of Christ, and a spirit of charity and 
forbearance has been more apparent among: profes- 
sors than at any former period within our recollec- 
tion. Liberal and enlightened views of the gospel 
of Christ have been gradually advancing in propor- 
tion to the increased attention of the: multitude, and 
tothe free exercise of their reason in the investiga- 
‘tion of scripture truth. Present appearances justify 
the anticipation of a general diffusion of religious 
knowledge, and the removal of unhallowed preju- 





‘dices from the minds. of the professed followers of 
the Lamb, ‘ 





It has been our sincere desire to contribute as far 
as our means would permit to the promotion of free 
inquiry, and to soften the feelings of those whose 
views were dissimilar upon the great subject of the 
gospel in its ultimate design. How far our labours 
have been crowned with success time and circum- 
stances ean only determine. 

The liberal patronage which the Telescope has 
received inspires a confidence that our labours have 
not been in vain. For notwithstanding the number 
of its patrons, no complaint has been received by us 
from any quarter, as to the spirit which it has uni- 
formly breathed, or the general character of the 
original and selected matter with which the columns 
of this paper have been replenished. 


Our Subscribers will please accept our sincere ac-| Jayly his own, and an unaffected liberality which he 
knowledgments for the liberal patronage they have | manifested towards Dr. Priestley the first winter the 


extended to encourage our efforts for the dissemina- 
tion of religious knowledge. 


The Chnstian Telescope will be continued, if | being first made known to each other arose from the 
Providence permit, through another volume : And | following circumstance : when the Doctor was com- 
and | ing to Philadelphia, in the autumn of 1795 or 6, I 


the continuance by the present subscribers, 
an inereased patronage is earnestly solicited by the 
Publisher: while the Ej:itor pledges himself that 
no reasonable exertions shall be wanting on his 
part to render its columns useful and entertain- 
ing. Several good writers are engaged, whose pro- 


ductions will doubtless enrich our columns, and pre- | 
ast of our | the internal fittings up had not been commenced : 


| 


y’ i. ee | . ~ > 7 | 
Phat the Telescope may be rendered more and | ergy, so that very soon the house was compictely 


more useful in promoting the declarative glory of | benched, and a pulpit, erected, and though not quite 


sent a greater variety for the mental rep 
( subscribers, 


God, by spreading the knowledge of his grace, by 
leading the careless to the chamber of reflection, 
and the anxious trembling mind to the footstool of 
divine merey and truth, that they may be filled with 
the bread of life, and refreshed with the waters of 
salvation, isthe devout prayer of the Editor. 





- SELECTIONS. 








FUOM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


BIOGRAPHICAL. 
Life of the Rev. Elhanan Winchester. 
(concLUDED From PAGE 204.) 


The following letters are extracted from the 
~ Monthly Repository,” an European publication.— 
As we are anxious to preserve every thing which 
throws light upon the history of Mr. Winchester, we 
give them to our readers. 


Paternoster-Row, Spitalfields, Jan. 10, 1823. 
Sir—Some particulars have lately come into my 
possession relative to the intercourse between the 
late Dr. Priestley and the Rev. Elhanan Winchester 
in America, and I beg leave to offer them as deserv- 
ing to be recorded in the Monthly Repository. In 
conversation with a respected friend, I remarked 
that I was informed from undoubted authority, that 
the late Mr. Winchester, the Universalist, though a 
Trinitarian, was a most liberal christian, and posses- 
sed a truly Catholic spirit, which he evinced by his 
friendly conduct towards Dr. Priestley in America, 
after the Dr. had been expelled from his native land, 
by those whose intolerant spirit could not, bear the 
freedom and energy with which that great man ad- 
vocated the cause of truth and unalloyed Christiani- 
ty. Wishing to possess a correct statement of the 
requested my sister, who resided at that 
Iphia, to furnish me with any that fell 
, which she kindly and readily 


did in a letter from which I have made the following 





ote 





extracts, and which both of those eminent 
characters in an estimable light. _ 
SAMUEL HART. 


Exeter, December 10, 1822. 

Dear Brother,—It is now near five and twenty 
years since I was in America, having sailed there- 
from for England in the spring of 1798, and in the 
lapse of a Lenn of a century many circumstances 
have faded from my mind ; at your request, how- 
ever, I will with cheerfulness endeavour to call back 
to remembrance the occurrences of those long-de- 
parted days. It isevera pleasure to me to reflect 
on the character of the late Mr. Winchester, in which 





'deportment with great urbanity and benevolence of 


| 
| 


| wards printed,) the Unitarians of Philadelphia, who 
| were lately from England, set on foot and conclud- 


' 
| 
| 
! 
} 
‘ 


} 


' 


: 


was combined uniformity of Christian conduct and 


heart ; and what renders his memory peculiarly esti- 
mable to me, was that artlessness of manners, singu- 


Doctor came down to Philadelphia to preach, and 
for which I was quite unprepared. 
I believe that Dr. Priestley’s and Mr. Winchester’s 


think, to deliver his first course of Lectures, (after- 


ed a negociation with the Universalists for the use, 
on Sunday forenoons, of a place of worship then 
building by them in Lombard-street, wherein Dr. 
Priestley might preach, 

The tour walls were raised and the roof on, but 


however our friends made an advance of some hun- 
dreds of dollars, artd employed great activity and en- 


finished, it was opened for divine service. ‘The con- 
gregations that attended were so numerous that the 
house could not contain them, so thatas many were 
obliged to stand as sit, and even the door-ways were 


a 
aie 


‘orate the death of Christ by receiving the Lord’s 
Supper : however, the Unitarians were to as- 
semble round the table of their Lord, ially with 
such a ministering servant of their profession ; and I 

mistake if Mr. Winchester did not give an 
indisputable and unambiguous testimony of Christ- 
ian love and forbearance in partaking with them ; 
unhappily too, as by so doing he increased the of- 
fence before given to some of his more rigid r- 
ents in his friendly demeanor to Dr. Priestley. Af- 
ternoons and evenings Mr. Winchester resumed his 
ministerial labours in his own pulpit, and afternoons 
Dr. Priestley was as attentive a hearer as in the 
morning he had been an excellent speaker. 

On the same day that Dr. Priestley gave out his 
next Sunday’s subject to be Unitarianism ; after 
their own service it was notified that Mr. Winches- 
ter would, by desire, on that evening, defend the doc- 
trine of the Trinity. He did preach about it to the 
dissatisfaction of many of his friends, and many more 
thought he had been peculiarly unhappy that even- 
ing in wielding the weapons of Trinitananism. His 
general preaching was on the love of God, earnestly 
endcavoring to persuade men to obedience to the 
laws of their heavenly Father, on account of his great 
love and goodness to them.—He himself appeared 
to be deeply imbued with the principle of grati- 
tude : he was very fond of plasmody, and used to 
delight in pacing his room for along time together, 
singing the following hymn : 

This God is the God we adore, 

Our faithful, unchangeable friend, 
Whose love is as great as his power, 

And neither knows measure nor end. 
*T'is He is the first and the last, 

Whose hand shall conduct us safe home 
We’ll praise him for all that is past, 

And trust him for all that’s to come. 

Your affectionate Sister, 
SARAH HART. 


West-Street, Walworth, March 20, 1823. 
Sirm—In your number for January (p. 41) you have 











crowded with people. Mr. Vice-President Adams | 
was among the regular attendants, and to the best of | 
of my recollection, Mr. Winchester was never ab- | 
sent, and he constantly gave out the hymns when | 
that excellent man, Dr. P. did not read them himself. | 

On the floor, directly in front of the pulpit, and | 
close to it, was placed a long seat, with back and 
arms, and a table before it : on this seat, which was 
generally occupied by elderly men, members of the 
Universalist society, Mr. Winchester would take 
his place, unless he went into the pulpit with the 
Doctor, it being large enough to hold several : this 
I need not say was a strong mark of friendly-hearted- 
ness and liberality, and, in fact, gave umbrage, to- 
gether with his acting as the Doctor’s clerk, to some 
of his own people, many of whom were Antino- 
mians. Well, thus did Mr. Winchester use to sit, 
placing himself so as to have the eye constantly di- 
rected to the preacher, the attention riveted to the 
subject, and a face beaming with heavenly love. 

At the close of the course Dr. Priestley gave no- 
tice that, on the Sunday following, he intended to 
preach directly on the person of Christ, explaining 
the Unitarians’ view of the subject, and that the 
Lord’s Supper would be celebrated at the conclus- 
ion of that service : this intimation produced a sen- 
saton indeed, among the Philadelphians ; they were 
puzzled, not beirig able to conceive what Unitarians 
or Deists, as they termed them, had to do. with it. 
One exclaims with surprise, they receive the Lord’s 
Supper! Another, what have they to do with 
Christ? Whilst others asserted, they do not de- 
lieve in Christ, they are Deists. The idea was, that an 
Unitarian and a Deist meant, on the whole, the same 
thing : so concluding the former to belong as little 
to Cheitt ns the latter, it naturally’ enough Followed, 





inserted some particulars, communicated by my 
friend, Mr. Hart, respecting the friendly intercourse 
between Dr. Priestley and Mr. Winchester, when 
they met in Philadelphia : the following relation may 
render his account more interesting : 

When Mr. Winchester first came to London he 
was known to very few. As the congregation at 
Worship-street was then without a pastor, we invit- 
ed him to supply for us for a year as morning preach- 
er ; here he was much followed and highly approv- 
ed. Afterwards he preached at Glass-House Yard 
and some other places ; then settled at Parliament- 
Court Chapel, and was attended by a large and re- 
spectable congregation, until he returned to Ameri- 
ca. His first introduction to Dr. Priestley was as 
follows : He wished to see the Doctor, who was in 
a few months to sail for America. We went togeth- 
er to his house at Clapton; he was not at home ; 
Mrs. Priestley said the Doctor wished much to see 
Mr. Winchester, and if we would call at the Rev. 
Mr. Palmer’s at Hackney, we should find him there. 
We went and were introdneed to: Mr. Palmer, Mr. 
Belsham and Dr. Priestley, who received Mr. Win- 
chester in a most friendly manner. After an hour’s 
interesting conversation we were oblige 
to depart, as we hada previous engage 
much plenses with the conversation. 
between these nen, and couldus 
ing that such aay tietines u 

| WILL 


FROM A LONDON PAPER. 
DESTRUCTION OF THE JUGGERNAUT. 


‘y 


It must gratify every friend to the progress of 





in their way of reasoning, that 1ans not being 
Christians, it was truly i for them to commem.- 


ficulties so long considered insuperable, a gloric 
change is effected in British India. ‘The free : 
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ing the most inveterate and revolting abuses. The 
effect of seven native presses at work in that great 
city has been a triumph over Hindoo superstition in 
its strong hold.—During the last festival of Jugger- 
naut, so few pilgrims were present that they were 
unable to drag the car. The Brahmins called in oth- 
er aid, but no devotee could be persuaded to sacri- 
fice himselfto the idol. They now talk of removy- 
ing the Rath to a more central situation. The wary 
priesthood have sagacity enough to perceive that 
they must remove the theatre of sanguinary supersti- 
tion beyond the sphere of a free press—or that the 
bigotry of thirty centuries will disappear. To the 
permanent glory of our Indian administration, a 
large portion of the population of Bengal are. receiv- 
ing the rudiments of an improved system of educa- 
tion, while thousands of elementary works are cir- 
culating throughout our empire. Even Hindoo wom- 
en, against whom widowhood and consequent burn- 
ing alive are denounced forlearning the alphabet, 
and who must not read the Vede under pain of 
death, have placed their daughters at the public 
schools. The celebrated Hindoo reformer, Ram 
Mohun Roy, has held public meetings at Calcutta, 
for the purpose of freely discussing the tenets of his 
religion, and exposing the cruelties practised under 
them. 


FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
DEATH AND IMMORTALITY. 


And must I die, and see no more 
This lovely world, O Lord, of thine, 
Give all these sweet enjoyments o’er, 
And to the shades of death resign ? 


Why was I made with fond desire 

For these bright scenes which round me lie ? 
To see in yonder globe of fire 

The image of the Deity ? 


And why should that mild moon so please, 
And those bright stars rejoice a heart, 
Which icy death so soon must freeze, 

And bid each charm of life depart? 


Why should the breezes of the spring, 
And the gay blossoms on the trees, 
With all the winged tribes that sing, 
Have such enchanting powers to please 


Thy child, O Lord, who soon must die, 
And see, and hear, and love no more ? 
Can non-existence please thine eye ? 
Can death and silence thee adore ? 


Still here are softer, fonder things, 

In children and companion dear, 
Than blossoms, or the bird that sings, 
My love to warm, engage my care. 


Why dash in pieces then the vase, 
Where such perfumery is stored, 


And blot from the place, 
Where Pve igial’d thy sweetness, Lord? - 


In dyi + nature’s stormy sea 
An to the soul is cast 
And visions of eternity — 
Present a rich and long repast. 


Then when in death I close these eyes, 
And to his power m mah seneh 

May hope’s } 

And shed its cheering rays devine, 


FROM THE EMPORIUM. 
THERE IS A VOICE. 

The sun is up—the flowering spring 

Has gone abroad upon the earth, 
And birds are out upon the wing, 

To greet the joyous season’s birth— 
Yet there’s a voice in every hour, 
In every plant, in every flower— 
I hear it still by night and day, 
It bids me rise, and haste away 


¥on beauteous sun will swiftly set— 
The Spring will fly—the flowers decay— 
The birds their minstrelsy forget— 
And I shall be as mute as they— 
There is~a voice in waning years, 
‘Fhere isa voice in memory’s tears— 
I count my warnings one by one, 
Time hastens, and I must be gone, 


If it be true, that men of strong imaginations are 
usually dogmatists, and I am inclined to think it is 
so, it ought to follow that men of weak imaginations 
are the reverse; in which case, we should have 
some compensation for stupidity. But it unfortu- 
nately happens that no dogmatist is more obstinate, 
or less open to conviction, than a fool; and the 
only difference between the two would seem to be 


upon others ; the latter is equally determined that 
others shall not force their knowledge upon him, 











Gg? The communications of *R. iad 
“Lot” are received, and will receive early attention. 

(>? The Editor of ** Zion’s Herald” may expect 
that due notice will be taken of his illiberal and un- 
candid remarks, in our next number. 
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MARRIED; 


In Newport, Mr. John Sherman, to Miss Eliza 
Lake. 

In Rome, N. Y. 17th inst. Mr. Hosea Carpenter, to 
Miss Susan R. Draper, both of this town. 








DIED; 

In this town, on Sunday morning last, Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Marvin, wife of Mr. Richard Marvin, in her 85th 
year. 
~ On Tuesday morning last, Capt. Samuel Soul, in 
his 78th year. 

Same day, Elizabeth L. youngest daughter of Maj. 
Isaac Sawin, 

On Sunday, Mary-Eliza, only child of Mr. Hamil- 
ton Warring, aged 5 months, 

“Spare us, O Lord, aloud we pray, 
Nor let our sun go down at noon : 
Thy years are one eternal day, 

And must thy children die so soon !” 

On Wednesday morning, Daniel Aborn, son of Mr. 
Charles L, Bowler, oe i. year and 4 months. 

On the 21st inst. Prince Sanford, aged 85. 

L. infit, $01 son of Mr, 
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of the warm weather, at the house of Mr. Sanit 
Aldrich, Mr. Stephen Horton, Jr. of Milton, Mass, 


aged 47. — 
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this, the former is determined to force his knowledge | 
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nothing doubting but thatthe bread cist pon the 

waters shall be ered again after many 

She Has tots Gtomcles Resend eatnesre hee om, 
In Attle on Thursday, 2ist inst. after a 

short illness, Mr. Benj. Cozzens, formerly of this 

town, i in the 70th year of his age. 





CLOSING REMARKS. 


From the commencement of the Cunistran Tex- 
Escore it has been the aim of the Editor to pursue a 
mild and charitable course, and to withhold from 
none that respect which their good christian deport- 
ment merited. He is far from believing that pure 
and undefiled religion is the exclusive property of 
any denomination : And while he considers it a re- 
ligious duty to oppose the errors of a vast many de- 
nominations, he is at the same time possessed of the 
fullest conviction, that he cannot discharge the du- 
ties of a christian without extending the hand of fel- 
lowship to all those who walk according to the 
wholesome rules prescribed by the gospel of Christ. 

How far he has acted up to the rules which he 
had marked out for himself in conducting the edito- 
rial labours of the First Volume of this paper, is left 
for its numerous readers to decide. 

He tenders his sincere acknowledgments to alj 
| those who have favoured him with original and se- 





lected communications for the columns of this paper, 
,and earnestly solicits a continuance of their favours 

Looking to that divine Being, from whom is every 
good and perfect gift, he hopes to be able, in all his 
future editorial labours, to merit the approbation of 
the friends of truth ; and above all, to keep a con- 
science void of offence. 
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TO SUBSCRIBERS. 


The First Volume of the Telescope ts now closed ; 
and the Subcribers may expect to receive the title 
page and index in a few days, as they are, al- 
ready, partly in type. The Publisher expects that 
those who have not yet made remittance for their 
papers will forward the money without delay, as it 
is necessary that he should receive the amounts due, 
to enable him to provide materials for the next vol- 
ume, and pay the craft their wages. 

He understands that a few individuals have so far 


| miscalculated as to expect the postage of their pa- 


pers to be paid by the Publisher. A moment’s re- 
flection, however, must convince them that this cal- 
culation is marked with peculiar extravagance : For 
were he to do this, he would lose all his profits, and 
be under the necessity of discontinuing the paper 
altogether. Such a course has never been adopted 
by any printer in the United States. 

(CP All Postmasters and Universalist Preachers ane 
requested to act as Agents, in obtaining subscribers 
for the Telescope, and to receive payment, Agents 
will be allowed every eleventh copy. 

(CF Should the number of subscribers be increas- 
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